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The 1960s – pivotal shift in the role of women



Singapore medical 
school quota
for women (1979-2003) : I can do it
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Radiology

SGH TTSH



Further study …



Back in 
Singapore

• I can do it

• Growing ultrasound 

• Perhaps I can’t…



Singapore’s 
family planning 
policies
till 1987



…and then 
there were 4





The Straits Times
March 1, 2026

“There is safety in walking the standard 
path, but ... the detours of my life have 
shown me the joy that often hides in 
plain sight, just off the beaten track.

My time is precious. It doesn’t always 
have to be productive. It just has to be 
joyful.”



I can do it…

• ‘Women hold up half the sky’ (Mao 
Tse-tung)1

• Removal of medical school quota2

• Today, women make up about 33% 
of radiologists in Singapore

• ‘Sandwich’ generation

• A ‘super-aged’ society*

1 Gan YH, Archuleta S. Holding up half the sky: women in 
Singapore medicine. [accessed 15 April 2026]. 
https://www.sma.org.sg/news/2020/February/holding-up-half-
the-sky-women-in-singapore-medicine
2 Evelyn Lai Ming Ho. Women and the Road to Radiology 
Leadership: An Asian Perspective.[accessed 15 April 2026}. 
https://doi.org/10.3348/kjr.2025.0140

* United Nations/WHO definition : > 20% aged 65 years and 
older

https://doi.org/10.3348/kjr.2025.0140


To all of you 
…
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